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THE INFLUENCE OF THE MODERN INFORMATIONAL
REVOLUTION ON THE DEVELOPMENT
OF VALUE AND RATIONAL MEGATRENDS
IN THE POST-SOCIALISTIC ECONOMY

UDC 330.341.13

A. Artemenko

The results of investigation are described as to the influence of the informational
revolution on the formation of post-industrial megatrends in the post-socialistic
economy and conclusions are drawn about the transformation of the industrial economy
in post-socialistic countries into the science-intensive post-industrial economy. Especial
attention is paid to the justification of the following megatrends: "Spiritual and Creative
Activity" (as a most important prerequisite and a consequence of the informational
revolution), "Innovation and Information Development” (as the main direction of the
economy) and "Socialization of Economic Relations” (as a way to the formation of value
characteristics of the post-industrial development stage). The influence of the
informational revolution on the formation of the megatrends in the post-socialistic
economy is proved to depend on the chosen model of transformational changes, the
involvement of the country's economy into the global one, the level of scientific and
technological development of the economy during the pretransformational period and
the rate of socialization of economic relations.
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The impact of the modern informational revolution on
the formation of megatrends in the post-socialistic economy
has been mainly studied in the context of methodological
conclusions about the content and consequences, which were
drawn during the second half of the twentieth century by
Daniel Bell, Peter Drucker, Alvin Toffler and other western
theorists. According to the logic of these findings, the resear-
chers in the formation of postindustrial society in Ukraine such as
V. Golikov, G. Zadorozhnyy, S. Mochernyy, A. Chukhno [1 — 4]
and others note that the informational component gradually
becomes a major determinant of the economic, social and
cultural development of the post-socialistic Ukrainian econo-
my. Apart from the works mentioned above and those by
other authors, the following sources were used in the article:
analytical reports of Razumkov Center "Innovative Develop-
ment in Ukraine: Existing Potential and Key Problems of Its
Realization" [5], materials of the analytical report "Prospects
for Innovative Development of Ukraine"[6], as well as
regulations [7] and concept papers [8] which define innovative
development of the country until 2020.

One of our articles (devoted to the justification of the
content of value and rational megatrends of economic deve-
lopment in post-socialistic countries) [9], concludes that most
of the megatrends are influenced by the informational revo-
lution or become its consequence. This is evidenced by the
names of these megatrends which reflect the integration into
the transformational processes and consequences of the
informational revolution. The following categories, such as
"knowledge economy", "informational economy", “informa-
tional society", "intellectual capital" and other categories which
reflect various components of industrial development, have
already been studied in the domestic scientific literature. At
the same time the initial condition of economic studies, which
summarize megatrends in the post-socialistic economy, has
the effect of lack of researches devoted to the influence of the
informational revolution on the formation of megatrends' value
and rational components. According to the information given
above this article seeks to fill this gap and draw conclusions
on improving the efficiency of this process with respect to
Ukraine.

Thus, the megatrend of the post-socialistic economy
"Spiritual and Creative Activity" reflects the transformation of
the worker executive into a creative managing person. It is
obvious that the formation of such a personality contributes to
the transformation of the educational system in socialistic
times into its current value, which can be characterized by
greater availability, better informational provision and demo-
cratization that has a positive effect on the formation of
citizens' spiritual and creative potential. The extent of this
process can be illustrated by the following data: 2.2 million
students were studying in Ukrainian universities of all
accreditation levels during 2012 — 2013 academic years [10].
The share of the employed educated population has
increased up to 13 %, even though it has been two times
lower in comparison with the post-industrial countries. For
instance in the EU educated people account for only a quarter
of all the employed population, in the USA their share is 36 %
and in Japan it amounts to 38 % [5].

New possibilities in the formation of a spiritual and
creative personality during this period have appeared due to
the computer and network informational technologies, which
have opened unlimited access to scientific, professional,
spiritual, aesthetic and other types of information to a vast
number of people. Owing to this, the conditions for the
implementation of the "lifelong learning" idea have been created.
The scale and dynamics of this process are reflected by the
statistics: there were 13.6 million Internet users in Ukraine in
2011 and their numbers throughout this year has increased
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by 19.3 % [11]. However, these conditions have been mainly
implemented by self-study, while the distance learning system is
mainly developed with private initiative. Because of the limited
volume of the article the rate of citizens' access to spiritual,
intellectual, professional resources and informational networks
cannot be highlighted in the research. Though, it should be
noted that individual's spiritual and creative abilities are not
only formed but are constantly maintained and developed
supplementing and exceeding primary levels of intellectual
training obtained at school or university.

The information outlined above shows that the formal
level of spiritual and creative personal development allows the
formation of other megatrends in the post-industrial economy,
which are called "Innovation and Information Development"
and "Knowledge Economy". Nevertheless, according to the
Razumkov Center studies, innovational development is deter-
mined not only by the availability of an educated workforce
but especially by the steadily increasing influence of science
and technology for socio-economic development and
structural changes in the economy, which are relevant for
post-industrial environment. The analysis of these indicators
in the Ukrainian national economy shows that only 0.01 % of
the world high technology market accounts for Ukraine, while
more than 20 % accounts for the U.S., 14 % for Japan and more
than 10 % for Germany. In terms of technological develop-
ment Ukrainian and Russian post-socialistic economies take
69th and 84th places among all the countries respectively,
while Hungary and Poland, which are integrated into the EU's
economic structure, take 32nd and 34th places [5]. This com-
parison reveals a peculiar feature of the innovative develop-
ment in post-Soviet countries. This peculiarity states the fact
that the implementation of the economic transformation policy
in post-socialistic countries is mainly subordinated by the
support of inferior technological structures (raw materials
extraction and its primary processing), while the production of
knowledge-intensive industries has declined or ceased at all.
For example, half of the budgetary funds for household
purposes in Ukraine are directed to the development of fuel
and steel industries. At the same time, the volume of pro-
duction in electronic industry declined by more than 100 times
in 2004 in comparison with 1991 [5]. It happened not only
because there had not been material and intellectual
backgrounds in the country, but also as a consequence of the
chosen model of transformational changes, which does not
require innovations, does not envisage investment in human
capital and is based on low-tech forms of economy and
remains competitive by only using cheap labor. Therefore, the
most important feature of the informational revolution's
influence on the transformation of the post-socialistic econo-
my is insufficient severity of the post-industrial focus of
economic processes and the lack of preconditions for the
introduction of innovative development as the main trends in
the economy. The conclusions of the analytical materials
made by Razumkov Center in 1994 are worth pointing out, as
they are even more relevant for the present stage of
economic transformations, which is characterized by a further
gap between scientific and technological levels of production
in Ukraine and in post-industrial countries. Raw materials are
mainly exploited in the Ukrainian economy as well as in most
other post-Soviet countries while high-technology production
can be observed only as a barely noticeable inclusion.

The statement of this fact gives rise to the famous
guestion — "What should be done?" It is obvious that the
answer to it may be found through the studying of
researches on the post-industrial development of advanced
capitalistic and post-socialistic countries. These countries
have made significant progress while transiting to "knowledge
economy" that provides the space for individual's spiritual and
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creative activity and is the main source of further social
progress. The works by John Naisbitt, who investigates the
megatrends of the postindustrial development in the U.S. and
the megatrends of the post-socialistic economy in China, are
the most relevant in this aspect. Particularly, he justifies the
fact that the most important megatrends of the post-industrial
development in the U.S. are the transition from commodity to
information production, connection between the technical
progress and the service sector and globalization of economy
[12, p. 22, 62, 84]. Summing up the experience of post-
socialistic China, he described eight "pillars" of its modern
development, the most significant of which are "Balancing
Top-Down and Bottom-Up" (democratic planning), "Joining
the World" (integration into the global economy), "Freedom
and Fairness" (socialization of economic relations) and "From
Olympic Medals to Nobel Prizes" (scientific research develop-
ment) [13, p. 12]. John Naisbitt's generalizations match the
megatrends of the post-socialistic economy which have been
outlined by us in the previous articles. They are: "Transforma-
tional Development Is the Way to a Global "World-economy",
"Environmental Housekeeping" and "Socialization of Econo-
mic Relations". In our opinion these megatrends blaze a trail
to the formation of value characteristics of post-industrial
megatrends which are innovation and creative activity of an
economic entity.

As it has already been noted above, post-socialistic
Poland and Hungary had a weaker starting background for
innovation development than Ukraine and Russia, but due to
the economic integration in the EU they surpassed the latter
in terms of innovation and technological development at the
beginning of this century. Consequently it is evident that the
integration of the post-socialistic economies into the global
one is the main condition of their transition to the post-
industrial stage which is based on the achievements of the
informational revolution.

It is well-known that the informational revolution has
resulted in the disappearance of the society's class structure
and the assertion of priority of intellectual property over all of
its other kinds. Due to the fact that all the employees in the
informational society have ownership of knowledge, intelligen-
ce, discoveries and improvements made by them, the infor-
mational revolution contributes to socialization of economic
relations where the differences between people are determined
by their valuable wealth rather than the intellectual one. In
post-socialistic societies, where the proper conditions for
individual's creative activity have not been established yet
because of insufficient development of knowledge economy,
the socialization of economic relations allows creating financial
incentives for employees and increases their creative
character. Because of this the United States implement the
program of democratization of economic relations, which aims
to transform private economic relations into the collective
ones by the middle of the XXI century [14].

Investigation of the influence of the modern informa-
tional revolution on the formation of the megatrends of the
post-socialistic economy leads to the conclusion that this
process depends on a number of factors and conditions.
Firstly, it depends on the level of scientific and technological
development of the economy during the pretransformational
period. Secondly, it is influenced by the chosen model of
transformational changes and its orientation to the interests of
society or certain social groups. Thirdly, it is connected with
the involvement of the country's economy into the global one.
Finally it is affected by the rate of socialization of economic
relations and the creation of incentives for employees to
enhance labour creativity. At the same time, a successful
solution to all of these problems does not only depend on the
objective prerequisites for the development, but also largely

relies on the ability of political elites to give preference to
national interests and put them above the interests of certain
social groups.
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TPAHCO®OPMALIA MiAxXoay 4o MOTUBALII NPAL
NMEPCOHAINY B YMOBAX IHOOPMALINHOI EKOHOMIKHN

Y/[IK 005.330.101.3

py3siHa I. A.

Po3rnsHyTo ocHOBHI nNpobriemu, noB'a3aHi i3 popMyBaHHAM iHOPMALINHOT eKo-
HOMIKM B YKpaiHi, WO 3MiHIOE BMMOIM 4O NpauiBHUKIB, CTaBneHHA Ao bisHecy, cuctemy
ynpaBniHHA nignpuemcTteamMu, MOTMBU Ta MeTOAW NPUUHATTA pieHb. JdocnigxeHo
BMMWB JAHOro NpoLecy Ha OCHOBHI KaTeropii, Mogeni Ta iHCTPYMEHTU MEHEIKMEHTY i,
nepll 3a BCe, NOro HeBig'eMHY CKNagoBy — MeHeaXMeHT nepcoHany. Ob6rpyHToBaHO
HeobXigHiCTb TpaHcdopmauii icCHyro4oro nigxogy A0 MOTMBAUIl Npaui nepcoHany Ha
OCHOBi BUKOPUCTaHHA MoJerli KOMNeTEeHTHOCTEN, WO A03BONUTb chopMyBaTh BUCOKO-
npodecinHoro npauiBHuKa, 30aTHOro XUTK Ta npautoBaTy B iHhopmMaLiiHOMy cepefo-

BULLL.

Knroyosi crioea: iHhopMmaLinHa ekoHOMiKa, MOTMBALiA NnepcoHany, KOMMETEHT-

HiCTb, MOOENb KOMNETEHTHOCTEWN.
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