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METHODS OF DEVELOPING PRONUNCIATION SKILLS
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IToamasecvkuil yrigepcumem eKOHOMIKU i mopziéni

While the communicative approach remains the primary focus in
teaching English, the development of accurate pronunciation conti-
nues to be a fundamental aspect of linguistic competence. This
requires the use of effective methods that combine theory and
practice. Here are the approaches that proved to be the most effective
during English training classes in PUET.

First of all we consider audiovisual methods, which include
phonetic simulators and programs, to be applied during the English
classes. For example, we practice using special programs to analyse,
manipulate or synthesise sound waves (Praat, Audacity) and inter-
active online resources (phonetic charts, pronunciation dictionaries)
to study pronunciation (Forvo, English Club, IPA Chart).

In addition, analysis of phonetic features of pronunciation in
movies, songs, podcasts and videos makes the process of learning
more interesting and effective. After analysing we can offer
recording and self-control. Students record their pronunciation and
compare it with samples. For this we advise to use Al applications
for pronunciation correction (Elsa Speak, Speechling).

In addition to all these programs, which prove to be really helpful
for independent work of students, we also make use of video and
audio materials present on YouTube. Listening to native speakers
(TED Talks, BBC Learning English) is another method widely used
by the English professors of PUET.

The second group of methods includes articulation enhancement.
Here we offer pronunciation exercises such as articulation gymnas-
tics (at the beginning of every class), exercises for training lips,
tongue, and vocal cords. Moreover we suggest using the IPA
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(International ~ Phonetic ~ Alphabet) which means studying
transcription for a better understanding of sounds and analysing the
differences between the sounds of the native and foreign language.

The other method of this group includes a shadowing method.
Using podcasts and audiobooks proves to be very effective as the
idea of this approach is that students repeat after the speaker with
minimal lag.

Communicative approach in teaching pronunciation requires the
use of phonetic games and competitions. Such practice is proved to
be motivational and encouraging to practice sounds. During classes
we organise pronunciation duels, where students compete in correct
pronunciation by learning, practicing and participating in the so-
called “Tongue Twisters Challenge”.

Another effective tool to apply in teaching and developing
pronunciation skills is interactive tasks that simulate real speech
situations such as authentic dialogues and role-playing games,
debates and improvised performances. These activities are common-
ly used to consolidate correct intonation patterns and are effective
not only for improving pronunciation skills but also numerous other
skills such as fluency of speaking, applying debate techniques, soft
skills (ability to work in a team, to find and to use arguments, etc.).

The Imitation method is another one to be used for honing
pronunciation. Students copy the pronunciation of a specific actor,
speaker or singer. Here we can also use different poems of English
classics read by famous actors which can be found online:
T. Hiddlestone, B. Cumberbatch, H.Bonham Carter, M. Caine
reading worni by W. Shakespeare, W. H. Auden, R. Kipling etc.).

The development of IT technologies suggests the use of innova-
tive digital technologies. Language chatbots and Al assistants are
really helpful here. Also, we can use ChatGPT (for pronunciation
practice and phonetic explanations) and speech recognition
applications (Google Pronunciation Tool).

Lately virtual and augmented reality gives us some innovative
tools for pronunciation practice. For example, VR applications can
be used for simulating communication with native speakers. Also,
AR applications can be employed for visualization of articulation
(e.g. Metaverse).

The combination of traditional and innovative methods provides
effective phonetics teaching. Practice with real speech samples,
interactive tasks and technologies help students to master correct
pronunciation and intonation faster.
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THE USE OF AUTHENTIC MATERIALS IN
DEVELOPING FOREIGN LANGUAGE COMPETENCE
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ITormasecvkuil yrigepcumem eKOHOMIKU i mopziei

Higher education institutions develop their curricula in accor-
dance with the current labor market demands for a successful and
qualified professional. This requires a university graduate to develop
foreign language competence, which, in turn, involves not only
mastering the appropriate language skills but also the assimilation of
a huge amount of extralinguistic, i.e., not included within the realm
of language, information necessary for adequate communication.

The modern way of learning a foreign language requires a
communicative approach. Therefore, one of the most important tasks
of a teacher is to create real and imaginary situations of commu-
nication in English language classes which contribute to the
development of the ability to communicate with native speakers, to
read what is written, to understand what is said at a normal pace, to
speak and write in a way that native speakers understand.

To recreate such an atmosphere of immersion, the professors of
the department of foreign languages of PUET use authentic mate-
rials. The material is authentic when it is created by speakers of a
language for other speakers of that language.

The use of authentic materials has a number of advantages that
contribute to its practical use. Authentic materials can become a
valuable resource of up-to-date vocabulary in the field of entrepre-
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